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that a numerous assembly of Christians, who were praying at their tomb
soon after their martyrdom, were, by order of the prefect of Rome, walled
up in the cave and buried alive. SS. Chrysanthus and Darias were interred
on the Salarian Way with their companions, whose bodies were found with
theirs in the reign of Constantine the Great. This part of the catacombs
was long known by the name of the cemetery of SS. Chrysanthus and Darias.
Their tomb was decorated by Pope Damasus, who composed an epitaph
in their honour.1 Their sacred remains were translated by Pope Stephen VI
in 866, part into the Lateran basilic and part into the Church of the
Twelve Apostles.2

ST CRISPIN AND ST CRISPINIAN, MARTYRS

(A.D. 287)

[See Tillemont, t. iv. p. 461; Bosquet, Hist. Eccl. de France, lib. v. c. 156; Le Moine, Hist.
Antiqu. Soissons, Paris, 1771, t. i. p. 154. The new Paris Breviary, and Baillet from ancient
Martyrologies; for the acts of these martyrs are of small authority.]

THE names of these two glorious martyrs are not less famous in France
than those of the two former at Rome. They came from Rome to preach
the faith in Gaul towards the middle of the third century, together with
St Quintin and others. Fixing their residence at Soissons, in imitation of
St Paul they instructed many in the faith of Christ, which they preached
publicly in the day, at seasonable times; and, in imitation of St Paul,
worked with their hands in the night, making shoes, though they are said
to have been nobly born, and brothers. The infidels listened to "their
instructions, and were astonished at the example of their lives, especially
of their charity, disinterestedness, heavenly piety, and contempt of glory
and all earthly things; and the effect was the conversion of many to the
Christian faith. The brothers had continued this employment several
years when, the Emperor Maximian Herculeus coming into the Belgic
Gaul, a complaint was lodged against them. The emperor, perhaps as
much to gratify their accusers as to indulge his own superstition and give
way to his savage cruelty, gave order that they should be convened before
Rictius Varus, the most implacable enemy of the Christian name, whom
he had first made governor of that part of Gaul, and had then advanced
to the dignity of prefect of the prsetorium. The martyrs were victorious
over this most inhuman judge by the patience and constancy with which
they "bore the most cruel torments, and finished their course by the sword
about the year 287, They are mentioned in the Martyrologies of St Jerom,
Bede, Florus, Ado, Usuard, &c, A great church was built at Soissons
in their honour in the sixth century, and St EHgius richly ornamented
their sacred shrine.

* Damas. Carm. 36.

1 Bosius and Aringhi Roma subterr. lib. iii, c. 24, and Aaaatasius the librarian In his authentic
relation of this translation.